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Column 12 . lines 57-58, Claim 9, delete [[above-described]] 
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made by the Examiner in Examiner's Amendment accompanying the Notice of Allowability mailed 
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Allowability mailed June 13, 2007, page 2, line 16. Claim 21 issued as Claim 15.) 
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AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action of November 2, 2006, please amend the 
above-identified application as follows. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins 
on page 2 of this paper. 

Remarks begin on page 9 of this paper. 
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evaporating off a first solvent from each sample and drying and solidifying the 

sample; 

dispensing a second solvent into each sample dried and solidified; 

stirring each sample in which said second solvent has been dispensed; 

aspirating the sample in which said second solvent has been dispensed and 
transferring the sample into a measuring portion; 

recovering the investigated sample into said sample container after 
measurement; and 

recovering said sample containers in which the samples have been recovered. 

Claim 10 (Withdrawn): The analysis method of claim 9, further comprising 
the step of skipping desired ones of said steps. 

Claim 1 1 (Withdrawn): The analysis method of claim 9, wherein said samples 
are solutions including said first solvent 

® 

ClaimlQ (Currently Amended): An analysis system comprising: 

a sample container supply means for supplying sample containers each 
holding a sample dissolved in protonated solvent therein; 

a turntable for carrying sample containers and incrementally rotating to 
present the sample containers at various stations; 

a solvent-removing means for evaporating off the protonated solvent in the 
supplied sample containers and drying and solidifying each sample comprising nozzles for 
removal of the solvent by injecting gas into the sample container, the depth of the insertion of 
the nozzles into the sample container being increased as the progress of removal; 

a 'source of deuterated solvent; 

a solvent-dispensing means for dispensing a deuterated solvent from said 
source into each dried and solidified sample; 

a stople-stirring means for stirring each sample in which said deuterated 
solvent has been dispensed; 

a sample aspirating-and-txansfeniiig means for aspirating each sample 
dissolved in said deuterated solvent and transferring the aspirated sample into a measuring 
portion; 

{W0318480.1} 
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a sample recovery means for recovering the sample into a sample container 
from said measuring portion after measurement; 

a sample container recovery means for recovering the sample containers in 
which the investigated samples have been recovered; and 
g a control means foi^c^ntrolling ^"of jfce |bove-described various means] 

^ij^ ClaiS^ (Original): The analysis system of claim wherein said solvent- 

removing means comprises a sample container temperature-adjusting means for adjusting the 
temperature of the sample container to a desired temperature and a gas blowout means for 
blowing a regulated flow rate of gas against the sample, the gas being adjusted to a desired 
temperature. 

Claim 14 (Previously Presented): The analysis system of claim 12, wherein 
said deuterated solvent contains plural kinds, and wherein said solvent-dispensing means is 
capable of selecting a desired one out of the plural kinds of said deuterated solvent and 
dispensing it. 

Claim~15 (Original): The analysis system of claim 12, wherein the sample 
aspirated and transferred by said aspkating~and~transfemng means is subjected to 
measurement and then the sample is pushed out of the measuring portion by a gas under 
pressure, whereby the sample is recovered into the sample container. 



Claim 16 (Original): The analysis system of claim 1^, wherein a rack for 
accommodating the sample containers recovered by said sample container recovery means is 
of microplate size. 

Claim 17 (Original): The analysis system of claim wherein said samples 
are solutions including said first solvent 

ClaimW (Withdrawn): An analysis method comprising the steps of: 
supplying sample containers each holding a sample therein; 
evaporating off a first solvent from the sample in each supplied sample 
container and drying and solidifying the sample; 

(W03 18480.1} 
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dispensing a second solvent into each sample dried and solidified; 

stirring each sample in which said second solvent has been dispensed; 

aspirating each sample dissolved in said second solvent and Ixansferring the 
sample into a measuring portion; 

recovering each sample into a sample container from said measuring portion 
after measurement; and 

recovering the sample containers in which the investigated samples have been 

recovered. 

Claim 19 (Withdrawn): The analysis method of claim 18, further comprising 
the step of skipping desired ones of said steps. 

Claim 20 (Withdrawn): The analysis method of claim 18, wherein said 
samples are solutions containing said first solvent. 

Claim ^(Currently Amended): An analysis system comprising: 

a sample container supply means for supplying sample containers each 
holding a sample dissolved in protonated solvent therein; 

a turntable for carrying sample containers and incrementally rotating to 
present the sample containers at various stations; 

a solvent-removing means for evaporating off a first solvent from each sample 
and drying and solidifying the sample comprising nozzles for removal of the solvent by 
injecting gas into the sample container, the depth of the insertion of the nozzles into the 
sample container being increased as the progress of removal; 

a source of deuterated solvent; 

a solvent-dispensing means for dispensing a deuterated solvent from said 
source into each sample container; 

a s^ple-stiiring means for stirring each sample in which said deuterated 
solvent has been dispensed; 

a- sample aspkating-and-transferring means for aspirating each sample 
dissolved in said deuterated solvent and transferring the sample into a measuring portion; 

a sample .recovery means for recovering the sample into a sample container 
from said measuring portion after measurement; 

{W0318480.1} 
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a sample container recovery means for recovering each sample container in 
which the investigated sample has been recovered; and 

a control means forpontrolling §11 of /the jafeove-described various means] 

^ ClauB-^2 (Previously Presented): The analysis system of claim 2^, wherein 

said deuterated solvent contains plural kinds, and wherein said solvent-dispensing means is 
capable of selecting a desired one out of the plural kinds of said deuterated solvent and 
dispensing it 

7) j 



Clainr^f (Original): The analysis system of claim ^1, wherein the sample 
aspirated and transferred by said aspirating-and-transferring means is subjected to 
measurement and then pushed out of said measuring portion by a gas under pressure, 
whereby the sample is recovered into said sample container. 

ClaiM"^ (Original): The analysis system of claim \l, wherein the rack for 
holding the sample containers recovered by said sample container recovery means is of 
microplate size. 

Claim~25 (Previously Presented): The analysis system of claim 2^1, wherein 
the samples are solutions ^dissolved in said deuterated solvent or are a solid. 

Claim 26 (Withdrawn): An analysis method comprising the steps of: 

supplying sample containers each holding a sample therein; 

dispensing a second solvent into each sample container; 

stirring the sample in which said second solvent has been dispensed; 

aspirating each sample containing said second solvent and transferring the 
sample into a measuring portion; 

recovering each sample into a sample container from said measuring portion 
after measurement; and 

recovering each sample container in which the investigated sample has been 

recovered. 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 



1 . IE! This communication is responsive to Decembers 2006 . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1 .1 21 (d). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



Claims 1-8, 12-17 and 21-25 are allowed. 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with David Hanson on February 26, 2007. *y 

The application has been amended as follows: «/^. J 



daim 1 , Line 24 after "the", delete "aforementioned various means", insert -operation of 
the analysis system throughout sample processing- 
Claim 12, Line 22 after "for", insert —sequentially— 
Claim 12, Line 22 after "controlling", delete "all of 

Claim 12, Line 22 after "the", delete "aforementioned various means", insert -operation 
of the analysis system throughout sample processing- 
Claim 21, Line 21 after "for", insert —sequentially— 
Claim 21 , Line 21 after "controlling", delete "all of 

Claim 21, Line 21 after "the", delete "aforementioned various means", insert -operation 
of the analysis system throughout sample processing- 



Claim 1, Line 24 after "controlling", delete "all of 



Claim 1 , Line 24 after "for", insert —sequentially— 



Cancel Claims 9-11, 18-20 and 26-32. 
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Column 12 , lines 57-58, Claim 9, delete [[above-described]] 

Column 12 , line 59, Claim 9, "peocessing" should read - processing - 

Column 14 , line 1 1 , Claim 15, "aanalysis system throughpout" should read 
- analysis system throughout — 
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